

ADOPTED 2/11/14


Introduced by Council Member Carter and Co-Sponsored by Council Member Brown: 

RESOLUTION 2014-121-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING GREATER ZION GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 76TH ANNIVERSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Greater Zion Grove Baptist Church was organized in February 1938, under the leadership of Rev. H.Y. Brown, at a meeting held in the home of the late Bro. Conover Kohn and his wife Sis. Everlena Kohn Freeman; and
WHEREAS, the original church plot was donated by Mother Amelia Kohn upon which a small wooden building was constructed, and it was decided by all in attendance that the church would be called Zion Grove Baptist Church; and
WHEREAS, the founding pastor Rev. H.Y. Brown served faithfully from 1938 to 1940, and was succeeded by Rev. W.H. Lyons in 1940, and under his inspiring leadership a stone building was constructed and renamed Greater Zion Grove Baptist Church; and
WHEREAS, through misfortune, this building was destroyed by fire in 1951, forcing the church to move into a canvas tent, and in March 1952, Rev. Lyons preached his farewell sermon, and the congregation continued to strive forward without a shepherd December 16, 1955 when God’s mercy and kindness sent Rev. R.B. Brooks to lead His people; and  

WHEREAS, under the leadership of the Rev. R.B. Brooks and Sis. Rachel Brooks a new structure was erected in 1955 and the church membership continued to increase, and an additional 50 X 175 ft plot of land was purchased adjacent to the original property, the church annex was constructed and furnished; and
WHEREAS, Pastor Brooks distinguished himself throughout the Baptist Community and serving twenty years as moderator of the Middle Florida and Clay County Baptist Missionary Association, on February 11, 1991 God called Pastor Brooks home to rest; and

WHEREAS, God saw favor with Greater Zion Grove Baptist Church, Rev. Willie O’Neal Tucker, Sr., accepted the call to serve as the next shepherd on May 21, 1991, and under his leadership and guidance the church has continuously increased its membership to over 400, built a multi-million dollar sanctuary that currently sits on two and three quarters acres, purchased additional properties, a large passenger bus and van; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby congratulates the congregation of Greater Zion Grove Baptist Church and on the occasion of the church’s 76th anniversary, and extends the City’s very best wishes for many more years of faithful service to its parishioners and to the Jacksonville community.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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